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NEW DEVELOPMENTS 


No ordinary day at 
the office for president 


A congratulatory talk with Vladimir Putin, rejection 
by a GOP prominent lawyer and ominous news from two 
women who say they had sex with him. All in all, a unique 
day of news surrounding President Donald Trump. 

The call: Trump’s talk with Putin was blasted by GOP 
Sen. John McCain, who said “an American president does 
not lead the free world by congratulating dictators on win- 
ning sham elections.” 

The women: A 2011 polygraph taken by porn star 
Stormy Daniels shows, with more than 99 percent certainty 
according to computer analysis, that she is telling the truth 
about her relationship with Trump. The same day, ex-Play- 
mate Karen McDougal sues the media company that killed 
the story about her hooking up with the president in 2006. 

The lawyer: High-profile lawyer Theodore Olson turns 
down a chance to join Trump’s legal team. 

The investigation: Speaker Paul Ryan and Senate Major- 
ity Leader Mitch McConnell back Robert Mueller, with McCo- 
nnell saying “I don’t think Bob Mueller is going anywhere.” 

The election: Cambridge Analytica’s CEO, now sus- 
pended and the subject of a federal probe, says his firm won 
the election for Trump. — Wire service reports 


TV 

Say goodbye to ‘Portlandia’ 

The show some Portlanders loved, and others loved to 
hate, comes to an end Thursday night. A21 

FOOD 


Many layers of Indian food 


While preparing Indian cuisine can appear daunting, it’s 
the process that makes the food so nuanced. C4 
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PORTLAND’ 
PREP PIPELINE 


Kamaka Hepa, originally from Alaska, finished his senior season at Jefferson High School this year. Beth Nakamura, staff 


One student-athlete’s journey from Alaska to Oregon to play for a now-defunct 


Nike-sponsored team offers a window into the world of grassroots basketball 


Brad Schmidt and Jeff Manning The Oregonian/OregonLive 


The recruitment of the most coveted high school basket- 
ball player in Alaska began not with a prestigious college 
coach, but an affable tournament organizer from Portland 
with close ties to Nike. 

It was February 2016, and Oregon’s largest homegrown 
company had just added a slot for Portland in its exclu- 
sive grassroots basketball league. That left little more than 
a month to whip together a squad that could compete in 
Nike’s Elite Youth Basketball circuit, long a repository for 
the nation’s top young talent and a backdrop to hundreds 
of collegiate careers. 

Enter Kamaka Hepa, a sweet-shooting sophomore from 
Barrow, Alaska. 

Over one whirlwind weekend that March, Hepa and his 
father, Roland, flew to Portland to take in the basketball scene. 
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They made a stop in Eugene, where the pair posed for a photo 
with Oregon Ducks coach Dana Altman, his star forward Dillon 
Brooks, and former Duck and NBA player Fred Jones. 

They also dropped by Nike World Headquarters, the foot- 
wear giant’s sprawling campus outside Beaverton, where a 
grinning Hepa was photographed beneath a huge banner 
of NBA superstar Kevin Durant. Grateful for the hospitality, 
Hepa’s dad shared pictures of their visit, while directing his 
thanks to the man Nike picked to run its Portland grassroots 
team, Reggie Walker. 

One month later, it was official: Hepa was moving to Ore- 
gon to play for the Nike-sponsored Portland Basketball Club. 
State athletic officials also blessed Hepa’s entry into a local 
prep powerhouse, Jefferson High School. 
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